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PROCLAMATION 1382/2025
RIPARIAN BUFFER ZONE
DELIMITATION , DEVELOPMENT
AND CONSERVATION DRAFT
PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, water quantity, quality,

Biodiversity, and related ecosystem
services are being adversely impacted by
the entry of excess sediments, nutrients,
chemicals, and other similar materials
resulting from the conversion of a

riparian buffer zone to other land uses;

WHEREAS, such adverse impacts on
water bodies can only be addressed if a
riparian buffer zone is delimited, developed
and conserved;

WHEREAS, delimiting, sustainably
developing and conserving, riparian buffer
zones beyond improving the water
ecosystem and its use gives the local

community social and economic benefits;
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WHEREAS, putting in place a system for
delimiting a riparian buffer zone distance
and use is essential for halting the hazard
water bodies face and ensuring their
sustainable use;

NOW, THEREFORE,

with Article 55 (2) (a) of the Constitution

in accordance

of the Federal Democratic Republic of

Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as

follows.
Part One
1. Short Title
This Proclamation may be cited as
"Riparian Buffer Zone Management

Proclamation No. 1382/2025."

2. Definitions
In this Proclamation, unless the context
otherwise requires:

1/ “Ecosystem” means a system that
represents the constant natural
processes and bonds that exist in
any living

things among

themselves or other non-living
things, the natural function and
interaction with each other and with
other organisms;

2/ “Water Body” means rivers, lakes,

dams, wetlands, springs, or
groundwater;

3/ “Biodiversity” means all the
different kinds of life in water

bodies and their riparian buffer

Z0ne;
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4/ “Riparian Buffer Zone” means an
area adjacent to a river, lake, dam,
wetland, spring, and ground-water
well delimited by an appropriate
body;

5/ “Wetland” means any marshy land

whether natural or artificial,
permanent or temporary, with water

that is static or flowing;

6/ “Controlled Buffer

means an area of

Riparian
Zone” land
whose distance has been delimited
starting from a restricted riparian
buffer zone in accordance with
Article 5 of this Proclamation with
a view to prevent sediments and
polluntants from entering into a
water

body through flood or

infiltration as a result of land use;

7/ “Restricted Buffer

means an area of

Riparian
Zone” land
whose distance has been delimited
starting from a very restricted
riparian buffer zone in accordance
with Article 5 of this Proclamation
with a view to prevent sediments
and polluntants from entering into
a water body through flood or
infiltration

passing through a

controlled riparian buffer zone;
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8/ “Very Restricted Riparian Buffer

Zone” means an area of land
adjacent to a water body whose
distance is delimited in accordance
with Article 5 of this Proclmation
with a view to protect the water
body and its biodiversity

sustainably;

9/ “Water Well” means a deep well,

drilled to penetrate and reach
underground permeable beds

containing or transmitting water;

10/ “Stream Order” means a description

of change of flow quantity / size

created when streams join;

11/ Pollutant” means any matter that

can harm the biodiversity and
ecosystem of a water body when
introduced, discharged, or released
directly or indirectly into it in any

liquid, solid, or gaseous form;

12/ «“Existing Development”means any

existing development constructed
or under construction before the
issuance of this Proclamation
within the delimited riparian buffer
zone according to this
Proclamation for the purpose of
services

undertaking various

including agricultural activity;
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13/

14/

“Appropriate Body” means
according to Article 17 and 18 of
this

regarding the

Proclamation respectively,

powers and
responsibilities of the Federal
Government, the Ministry, and
the power and responsibilities of
Regional Governments, any organ
assigned by the Regional

Government to execute this
proclamation;

“Regional State” means any
state established according to
Article 47 of the Constitution of
the Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia and includes Addis
Ababa and Dire

Administrations;

Dawa City

15/ «“City” means a city administered

16/

by the Council

established by the regional state

Municipal

or its land administration
governed by the Urban Land

Administration Proclamation;

“Ministry”means the Ministry of
Water and Energy;

17/ “Person” means any natural or

juridical person;

18/Any expression in the masculine

gender includes the feminine.

. Scope of Application

This Proclamation shall apply to any

water body and riparian buffer zone in

the country.
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0. P! Ahd ACTF AhadA 4. Delimitation of Riparian Buffer Zone
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Buffer
delimited as:

1/ Riparian Zone shall be
a) Controlled;
b) Restricted; and

c) Very Restricted;

2/ Where Riparian buffer zones delimited
in accordance with Sub-Article (1)
of this Article, a fence or sign shall
be installed or marked to identify
their boundary by the appropriate
body based on a Directive to be

the

this Proclamation.

£ Ripari f limitati

1/ Riparian buffer zone delimitation

issued for implementation of

takes into account the following

considerations as appropriate:

water bodies’and stream

a) type
order,

b) a maximum edge of 100 years
floodplain,

c) land slope,

d) natural water sources or recharge
areas,

e) natural boundary water bodies,

f) urban and rural,
g) land use,

2/ Delimitation of riparian buffer zone
according to Sub Article (1) of this
Article shall be determined by a

Regulation to be issued by Council of

Ministers.
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1/ It is prohibited to undertake the

following  activities  within a

controlled riparian buffer zone:
a) discharging, releasing, storing,
dumping, or burying and using in
the

surrounding  dangerous  or

poisonous chemicals;
b) discharging, releasing, dumping,
or storing solid or liquid waste;

c) defecating;

d) building an entity that doesn’t
have a solid or liquid waste
management system;

e) a car wash that doesn’t have a

liguid waste treatment system;

f) cutting trees and clearing

vegetation; and
g) unrestricted grazing.

2/ In a restricted riparian buffer zone, in
addition to those prohibited under
Sub-Article 1 of this Article, it is
prohibited to undertake the following
activities:

a) any agricultural activity except fruit
cultivation;

b) construction of residential house;

c) any construction except facilities
for tourism with solid and liquid
waste management and disposal
systems;

d) a mining activity that changes the
biodiversity of a water body or the

natural course of a river;
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e) preparing a cemetery site;
f) car wash.

3/ In a very restricted riparian buffer
zone, in addition to those prohibited
under Sub-Article (1) and (2) of this
Article, it is prohibited to undertake
the following activities:

a) farming and cattle rearing; and

b) except for permitted walking trails

and footbridges (overpass)

construction, vehicle road

construction, or movements.
7. Riparian Buffer Zone Development and
Conservation
The development and conservation of
riparian buffer zones shall be planned and
implemented by the appropriate body in a
manner that ensures the participation and

benefit
Part Four
8. Supervisory Body
1/ The appropriate body shall assign
supervisors to control activities
prohibited within a delimited riparian
buffer zone under this Proclamation.
2/ Based on a Directive to be issued by
the appropriate body, supervisors
shall control any activity, within the
delimited riparian buffer zone, that
contravenes Article 6 of this
Proclamation.
3/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article (2)
of this Article, the supervisor shall
have the following powers and

duties:
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a) to take, upon notifying the
property owner or its agent in
writing, a sample from any
material he suspected of causing
pollution effect on the riparian
buffer zone and to analyze or get
it analyzed to ascertain whether it

has an adverse effect or not;

b) to enter into a premise or

compound, during working
hours without prior notification
or having a court order, wherein
he suspects an offense to have
been committed;

c) to take a sample, picture, or
video of the surroundings in
order to explain that an offense
has been committed in violation

of this Proclamation;

law
take

d) to notify the concerned
enforcement organ, to

appropriate measures regarding

illegal activities being
undertaken within the riparian
buffer zone in violation of this
proclamation; and

e) to hand over to the relevant
body evidence necessary to

initiate legal action against a

suspect for violating this

Proclamation.

4/ The supervisor shall wear a uniform,

hold an identity card, and show it

when requested.
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9. Power and Duties of the Ministry
The Ministry shall have the following

powers and duties:

1/ to delimit riparian buffer zones of
water bodies that connect two or
more regional states or are trans
boundary, and dams built by the
Federal Government budget;

2/ to prepare and distribute
buffer

development,

riparian
zZone delimitation,
and  conservation
manual;
3/ to set up a monitoring and evaluation
system for implementing
undertakings to ensure effective and
sustainable development and
conservation of riparian buffer zones;
4/ to implement this Proclamation by
coordinating and providing technical
support to stakeholders; and
5/ to set up an information exchange

system  between the  Federal

Government and Regional
Governments
buffer

development, use, and conservation.

regarding  riparian

zones delimitation,

Part Five
10. Powers and Duties of Regional
Government

Regional Government shall have the

following powers and duties:
1/ to delimit riparian buffer zones of
water bodies not to be delimited by
the Ministry as per Sub-Article (1)

of Article 10 of this Proclamation;
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2/ to develop, conserve, protect and
buffer
Federal or

control  riparian
the

Regional Government;

zones

delimited by

3/ to make the delimited riparian
buffer zone get legal recognition;

4/ to raise the awareness of the
the

importance of developing and

local community on
conserving riparian buffer zones
and their benefits; and

5/ to mobilize individuals, investors,
governmental and non governmental
organizations, and business

entities to participate in

developing and protecting riparian

buffer zones.

11. Riparian Buffer Zone Development and
Conservation
The development and conservation of
riparian buffer zones shall be planned and
implemented by the appropriate body in a
manner that ensures the participation and

benefit of the local community.

12. Duty to Inform and Cooperate
1/ Anyone, who is aware of the

commission of or the preparation to
commit acts that are prohibited under
this

inform a

Proclamation, is obliged to
buffer

nearest

riparian
the

zone
supervisor  or law

enforcement body.

2/ Everyone is obliged to give
information to and cooperate with a
supervisor of a riparian buffer zone in

carrying out his supervision duties.
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13. Criminal Sanction and

Administrative Measures
1/ Criminal sanctions provided under
the Criminal Code shall apply to
crimes committed in relation to the
implementation of this
Proclamation.
2/ The Ministry may issue a Directive
specifying
against failure to discharge obligations

administrative  measures

imposed by this Proclamation.

14. Repealed L aws
Article 25 of the Water Resource
Management Proclamation No.

197/2000 is hereby repealed.
15. Inapplicable laws

No laws or practices shall, in so far as

they are inconsistent with this

Proclamation.

16. Power to Issue Reaqulations and

. .
1/ The Council of Ministers shall issue
Regulations necessary for the
implementation of this

Proclamation.

2/ The Ministry may issue Directives
necessary for the implementation of
this the

regulation.
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This Proclamation shall come into force

upon its publication in the Federal

Negarit Gazeta.

Done at Addis Ababa, On this 17" Day June
of, 2025

TAYE ATSKE-SELASSIE
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
ETHIOPIA



