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Proclamation No.1209/2020 
 
 

A PROCLAMATION ON THE AFRICAN 

UNION FLAG, ANTHEM AND AFRICA DAY 

 
 

WHEREAS, Article 86 (5) of the 

Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of 

Ethiopia stipulates that forging and promoting an 

ever growing economic union and fraternal 

relations of Peoples with  other African countries is 

one principle of Ethiopia’s Foreign policy; 

 
WHEREAS, putting in place a 

requirement for the hoisting of the Flag of the 

African Union, the singing of the Union’s Anthem 

and commemoration of Africa Day demonstrates 

Ethiopia’s commitment to Pan-Africanism and the 

unification agenda in addition to its efforts to 

strengthen the country’s partnership with other 

African countries and discharge its role as the seat 

of the African Union Commission; 

 
 

WHEREAS, it is found necessary to have 

a legal framework for implementation of the 

decision of the Assembly of Heads of States and 

Governments of the African Union for the hoisting 

of the  Union’s flag, singing of the Union’s Anthem 

and commemoration of Africa day in member 

states; 
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WHEREAS, the House of Peoples’ 

Representatives of the Federal Democratic Republic 

of Ethiopia has ratified the said Agreement at its 

session held on 25
th
 day of June,2020; 

 

 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with 

Article 55 (1) and (12) of the Federal Democratic 

Republic of Ethiopia Constitution it is hereby 

proclaimed as follows: 

 
PART ONE 

GENERAL 

 

1.    Short Title 

 
 

This Proclamation may be cited as, “African 

Union Flag, Anthem and Africa Day 

Proclamation No.1209/2020”. 
 

2.     Definitions 
 

In this Proclamation unless the context requires 

otherwise: 

1/  “Government”  means the government of 

the Federal Democratic Republic of 

Ethiopia; 

2/  “Regional State” means a Regional State 

established in accordance with Article 47 

of the Constitution of the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and it 

shall include the City Administrations of 

Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa. 

3/    “Union” means the African Union; 

4/ “National Holiday” means a holiday 

observed pursuant to the relevant law; 

5/  “Mission” means Ethiopia’s diplomatic 

missions, permanent representative offices, 

consular or trade offices; 

 
6/   “Ministry” means the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the Federal Democratic Republic 

of Ethiopia; 
 

7/  “Person” means a natural or juridical 

person; 
 

8/  Any expressions in the masculine gender 

shall also include the feminine gender. 
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3.    Scope of Application 
 

This Proclamation shall be applicable 

 

1/  Within the territorial boundary of the 

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia; 
 

2/    On Ethiopian missions abroad; and 
 

3/ Commercial ships, boats, and air planes 

registered by Ethiopia. 

 

PART TWO 

 

PROCEDURE OF HOISTING THE FLAG 

OF THE UNION 
 

 

4.     Hoisting of the Flag of the Union  

 

1/  Except in case of force majeure that 

absolutely obstructs having it hoisted, 

the Union’s Flag shall be hoist  at the 

House of Peoples’ Representatives, at 

the House of Federation, at the Council 

of Ministers, at offices of Regional 

Government Organs, at Ministerial 

offices, at the offices of other Executive 

Organs, at Courts, at Schools, including 

at Higher Institutions, at Military 

establishments, at Airports, at Police and 

border-guard establishments and at 

Missions and residential buildings of 

Ambassadors of the Ethiopia as well as 

at ships and boats registered by Ethiopia 

in accordance with the Flag rules and 

Regulations at sea. 

 

 
2/    Government offices not specified in Sub-

Article (1) of this Article shall hoist the 

Union’s Flag on public holidays 

including on Africa Day. 

 
 

3/   the Union’s Flag shall be hoisted at the 

following specified places: 
 

a)  At the square of the premises of the 

House of Peoples’ Representatives; 
 

b)  At the square of the premises of the 

House of Federation; 

 

c)   At the respective office and residential 

buildings of the President and of the 

Prime Minister of Ethiopia; 
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d)   On the buildings of the Ministry and 

Organs accountable to it; 
 

e)   At the avenues and main roads of cities 

that host the summits and other 

meetings of the Union.  

 
 

5.    Time of Hoisting and Lowering the Union’s 

Flag 

1/   The Union’s Flag shall be hoisted at 6 a.m. 

and lowered at 6 p.m. in offices specified 

under Article 4(1) of this Proclamation. 

 

2/  Notwithstanding Sub-Article (1) of this 

Article, the international rules and 

regulations on the use of flags at sea shall 

apply to the time for the hoisting and 

lowering of the Union’s Flags on ships and 

boats registered by Ethiopia. 
 

3/ Notwithstanding Sub-Article (1) of this 

Article, In schools, the Flag shall be 

hoisted in the morning before classes begin 

and lowered at 6 p.m. 

 

4/ Notwithstanding Sub-Article (1) of this 

Article Flag of the Union shall be hoisted 

on the eve and lowered on the morrow of 

public holidays, between 6 a.m. and 6p.m. 

 

6. Hoisting of the Union’s Flag During a 

National Mourning 
 

1/  When the House of People’s 

Representatives of the Federal Democratic 

Republic of Ethiopia declares a national 

mourning, the Union’s flag may not be 

hoisted.  

2/   Without prejudice to the provision above 

the Union’s flag shall be hoisted half -mast 

pursuant to the decision of the Union. 

 

 
 

7.    Protocol for the Hoisting of the Union’s Flag 
 

1/ The hoisting of the Union’s flag shall be 

according to the Ethiopian Federal 

Democratic Republic Flag Proclamation. 
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2/   The size of the Union’s Flag shall not 

exceed the size of the Flag of the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. 

 
3/ The Flag of the Union and the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia shall be 

hoist at the same height.  

 

8.  Order of Precedence for Hoisting of the 

Union’s Flag 
 

Relative to the gate or front of the location 

where it is hoisted  

 

1/   The Union’s Flag shall be placed at the left 

side of the Ethiopian National Flag. 
 

2/   When Flag of a Region is hoisted with the 

Ethiopian national and the Union’s Flag, 

the Ethiopian National Flag shall be in the 

middle with the Union’s Flag on the right 

and the Region’s Flag on the left.  

 

3/   When the flag of more than one Region is 

hoisted with the Ethiopian national and the 

Union’s Flag, the Union’s Flag shall be on 

the left side of the Ethiopian National Flag 

and the Flag of the Regions shall be on the 

left side of the Union’s Flag in the order of 

precedence of their name in the Amharic 

alphabet. 

 

4/   When the Flag of a Foreign country hoisted 

within the Union’s Flag and the Ethiopian 

National Flag, Union’s Flag shall be placed 

in the middle with the Ethiopian National 

Flag in the right and the Flag of the 

Foreign country in the left.   

 
5/   When the Union’s Flag is hoisted with the 

flag of several foreign Countries, the 

Ethiopian National Flag shall be on the 

right side of the Union’s Flag and the rest 

of the flags shall be on the left side of the 

Union’s Flag in the order of precedence of 

their name in the Latin alphabet. 

 
9.    Prohibited Acts 

 

1/   Prohibitions stipulated in Proclamation 654/ 

2009 shall be applicable to the Union’s 

Flag.   
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2/   In addition to prohibitions stipulated under 

Sub-Article 1 of this Article, decisions of 

the Union regarding the Union’s Flag 

which are in conformity with other 

applicable laws of Ethiopia shall be 

enforced.   
 
 

10.   Penalty 

 

Penalties enshrined under the laws of Ethiopia 

for offences related to flags shall apply to 

offences committed against the Union’s Flag. 

 

PART THREE 

 

   THE UNION’S ANTHEM,THE FLAG AND 

THE UNIONS DAY 

 

11.   Time for to Conduct Anthem of the Union 

 

1/ The Anthem of the Union shall be conducted 

during the holidays of the Union that are 

nationally observed. 
 

2/ The Anthem of the Union shall be conducted 

on events commemorating Africa Day.  
 

3/ The Anthem of the Union may be conducted 

during public holidays where the national 

anthem is conducted. 
 

4/ The Anthem of the Union may be conducted 

at welcoming ceremonies of foreign 

officials.  

 
 

12.  Order of Precedence 

 

1/ The Union’s anthem will be conducted 

following the Ethiopian national anthem of 

the Federal Democratic Republic of 

Ethiopia. 
 

2/   When the Union’s anthem is to be 

presented with the Ethiopian national 

anthem and a Foreign nations’ anthem, the 

Ethiopian anthem shall be conducted first 

followed by the anthem of the Union and at 

the end the Foreign nations’ anthem.  

 

13.   Playing of the Union’s Anthem 

 
1/ The Union’s Anthem shall be played in 

English.  
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2/   The Union’s Anthem may be translated and 

played in Ethiopian Languages by the 

Ministry.  

 

14. Respect Given to the Union’s Flag and 

Anthem 
 

1/ Everyone shall pay due honor during the 

hoisting and lowering of the Flag of the 

African Union. 

 

2/   Any person whose health allows him to do 

so, shall stand upright lowering his hands 

and facing the Union’s Flag during the 

conducting of the anthem of the Union and 

the hoisting and lowering of the Union’s 

Flag. 

 
 

3/ During the conducting of the Union’s 

Anthem and the hoisting and lowering of 

the Flag, member of the Police or National 

Defense Force wearing the official attire, 

shall salute by facing the flag and maintain 

that position until the last note. 

 

 
15.  Africa Day  

 

1/ “Africa Day” shall be commemorated as a 

public holiday on 25 of May in the 

Gregorian calendar. 
 

2/   The Government as deemed necessary may 

decide to make Africa Day a rest day.  

 
PART FOUR  

 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
 

16.  Power to Issue Regulations and Directives 

 

1/ The Council of Ministers may issue 

Regulations necessary for the 

implementation of this Proclamation. 
 

 

2/    In addition to this: 

a)  With regard to Ethiopian missions 

abroad the Ministry;  

 

b)   With regard to Military establishments 

Ministry of Defense;  and  
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c)  With regard to commercial ships the 

Ministry of Transport, may issue 

Directives.  

 

17.  Interpretation of this Proclamation  

 
 

This Proclamation shall be interpreted in 

harmony with Ethiopia’s laws on National Flag 

and Anthem. 

 
 

 

18.   Inapplicable Laws 

 
Any law and customary practice is inapplicable 

in so far as it is inconsistent with matters 

provided for in this proclamation. 

 

19.  Effective Date 
 

This Proclamation shall enter into force up on 

the date of publication in the Federal Negarit 

Gazette. 

 

Done at Addis Ababa, on this 16
th
 day of  

July, 2020 

 

SAHLE-WORK ZEWDE 

 
 PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL 

  

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA 
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