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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION  

No.473/2020 

COUNCIL OF MINSTERS REGULATION TO 

PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 

THE INSTITUTE OF STRATEGIC AFFAIRS 

 

This Regulation is issued by the Council of 

Ministers pursuant to Article 5 and 34 of the 

Definition of Powers and Duties of the Executive 

Organs of the Federal Democratic Republic of 

Ethiopia Proclamation No.1097/2018. 

 
1.   Short Title 

 

This Regulation may be cited as "the Institute 

of Strategic Affairs Establishment Council of 

Ministers Regulation No.473/2020." 

 
2.   Definition 
 

Unless the context requires otherwise, in this 

Regulation:  
 

 

1/  “Ministry or Minister” means the Ministry 

or Minister of Foreign Affairs; 

 
 

 

2/  “Institute” means the Institute of Strategic 

Affairs; 
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3/ ‘‘Strategic Affairs’’ means national, regional 

and global peace, security & stability, state 

building, nation building, democratization, 

constitutionalism, social, historical, 

conceptual, legal, and institutional policy 

and strategic affairs; 

 

 

 
 

4/ any expression in a masculine gender 

includes the feminine. 

 
 

3.    Establishment 

 
 

1/ The Institute of Strategic Affairs (herein-

after referred to as “the Institute") is here 

by established as an autonomous Federal 

government institution having its own legal 

personality. 

 
2/ The Institute shall be accountable to the 

Ministry. 
 

4.    Headquarters  

 

The Institute shall have its headquarters in 

Addis Ababa and may have branch offices 

elsewhere, as may be necessary. 

 

5.    Objectives of the Institute 
 

The Institute shall have the following 

objectives: 

 

1/ Develop alternative policy options and 

recommendations through carrying out 

actionable policy research, studies and 

analysis; organize seminars, workshops, 

discussions and lectures based on the 

country’s peace, security and foreign 

policy and strategy;  

 
2/  serve as a center of excellence in research 

and undertake studies on peace and 

security, events, threats and trends at 

national, regional and global levels; 
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3/  develop alternative policy options and 

recommendations through carrying out 

actionable policy research, studies and 

analysis on the social, historical, 

conceptual, legal and institutional 

foundations of state building, nation 

building, democratization and 

constitutionalism; organize seminars, 

workshops, discussions and lectures in the 

areas of peace, and security;   
 

4/ conduct awareness raising and skill 

development trainings that help consolidate 

peace and stability. 
 

6.    Powers and Duties of the Institute 

 
 

The Institute shall have the following powers 

and duties: 
 

1/ collect and analyze information and 

undertake research on major national, 

regional and global issues; 

 

 
2/  conduct studies and research on national 

peace and security, and  foreign policy and 

strategy and on the implementation of 

these policies with a view to identify and 

propose alternative strategies of 

implementation; 
 

3/ provide research and evidence based 

consultancy on issues of peace and 

security, national consensus, 

democratization, foreign policy and other 

strategic issues; 
 

4/  organize short term trainings, seminars, 

workshops, symposia, conferences and 

other knowledge and skills exchange and 

debate platforms on peace and security, 

democratization and foreign policy; 

 

 
5/ establish partnerships, networks and 

cooperation and organize joint forums with 

international organizations, governmental 

and non-governmental institutions with 

similar objectives; 

 
 

6/   publish and disseminate research and study 

findings; 
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7/   own property, enter into contracts, sue and 

be sued in its own name; 

 

8/ Undertake other activities necessary to 

realize its objectives.  
 

7.   Organization of the Institute 
 

The Institute shall have: 
 

1/  An Executive Director and, as may be 

necessary, Deputy Executive Directors, to 

be appointed by the Government; and 

 
2/   The necessary staff. 

 

 

8.   Powers and Duties of the Executive Director   

 
 

1/ The Executive Director shall be the chief 

executive officer of the Institute and shall, 

direct and administer the activities of the 

Institute. 
 

2/   Without prejudice to Sub-Article (1) of this 

Article, the Executive Director shall in 

particular: 
 

a)   exercise the powers and duties of the 

Institute provided under Article 6 of 

this Regulation; 

 
b)  employ and administer employees of 

the Institute in accordance to the 

federal civil service laws; 

 
c)   prepare and submit to the Council the 

program of work of the Institute and 

implement the same as per the 

Council’s recommendation; 
 

d)   prepare annual budget of the Institute 

and submit to the Council for advice 

and implement it upon approval by the 

government; 
 

e)   effect expenditure in accordance with 

the approved annual plan and budget 

of the Institute; 

 
f)   represent the Institute in its dealings 

with third parties; 

 

g)    prepare and submit to the Council the 

operational and financial reports of the 

Institute. 
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3/   The Executive Director may delegate part 

of his powers and duties to the extent 

necessary for efficient performance of the 

activities of the Institute. 

 

9.   Powers and Duties of the Deputy Executive 

Directors  

 

1/    The Deputy Executive Directors shall: 
 

a)  assist the Executive Director in the 

implementation of the Institute’s 

powers and duties; 

  
b) supervise activities and projects 

assigned to their respective positions;  

 
  

c)  follow up the implementation of the 

directives and decisions of the 

Executive Director with respect to 

their respective positions; 
 

d)  Perform other activities assigned to 

them by the Executive Director. 

 

2/   In the absence of the Executive Director, 

the delegated Deputy Executive Director 

shall lead and coordinate the activities of 

the Institute. 
 

 

10.   Budget 
 

Budget of the Institute shall be allocated by the 

government.  

 
11.  Books of Accounts 

 
 

1/ The Institute shall keep complete and 

accurate books of accounts. 

 
2/ The books of accounts and other financial 

documents of the Institute shall be audited 

annually by the Auditor General or by an 

Auditor designated by the Auditor General. 

 
3/    The institute shall have an internal Auditor.  

 
 
 

12.   Repeal and Inapplicable Laws 
 

1/ The Ethiopian Foreign Relations Strategic 

Studies Institute Establishment Council of 

Ministers Regulation No. 347/2015 is 

hereby repealed. 
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2/   No Regulation and Directive may, in so far 

as it is inconsistent with this Regulation, be 

applicable with respect to matters covered 

under this Regulation. 

 
13.  Transfer of Rights and Obligations 

 

The rights and obligations of the Ethiopian 

Foreign Relations Strategic Studies Institute 

Established under Regulation No. 347/2015 are 

hereby transferred to the Institute.  

 

 

14.   Effective Date 
 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the 

date of publication in the Federal Negarit 

Gazette. 

 
 

Done at Addis Ababa, on this 26
th
 day of 

Augest, 2020. 

 

ABIY AHMED (Dr.) 

 
 

PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL 
 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA 
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