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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION No. 258/2011 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION TO  
PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THF, 
ETHIOPIAN NATIONAL. CUL.TUR_AL. CENTER 

This Regulation is issued by the Council of Ministers 
pursuant to Article 5 and Article 34 of the Definition of 
Powers and Duties of the Executive Organs of the Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Proclamation No. 691/2010. 

1. Short Title 

This Regulation may be cited as the "Ethiopian 
National Cultural Center Establishment Council of 
Ministers Regulation No. 258/2011". 

2. Definitions  

In this Regulation unless the context otherwise 
requires: 

1/ "culture" means spiritual and material expressions 
of a community that has been created through 
historical processes and that identifies the 
community from others, and includes the common 
methods used to enrich and pass same to the next 
generation; 

2/ "cultural value" means the attitude, belief or feat 
that has been given regard by a certain community; 

3/ "cultural expression" means the material, spiritual 
or intellectual expressions by which a community 
is identified from others; 
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4/ "Ministry" means the Ministry of Culture and 

Tourism; 

5/ any expression in the masculine gender includes 

the feminine. 

3. Establishment 

1/ The Ethiopian National Cultural Centre (hereinafter 

the "Center") is hereby established as an 

autonomous federal government office having its 

own legal personality. 

2/ The Center shall be accountable to the Ministry. 

4. Head office 

The Center shall have its head office in Addis Ababa. 

5. Objective  

The objective of the Center shall be to contribute to the 

development of cultural values and expressions and 

cultural professions of nations, nationalities and peoples 

of Ethiopia and thereby make them generate social, 

economical and political benefits. 

6. Powers and Duties of Center 

The Center shall have the powers and duties to: 

1/ in collaboration with the appropriate bodies, study, 

develop and promote the cultural values and 

expressions of nations, nationalities and peoples of 

Ethiopia; 

2/ organize and host cultural weeks of the nations, 

nationalities and peoples of Ethiopia; 

3/ in collaboration with the appropriate bodies, 

provide training support in the field of design 

development and technology application with a 

view to improve cultural handicraft products; 

4/ organize forums for conducting criticisms on 

literary and artistic works as well as memorial 

forums for selected literary and artistic works and 

professionals; 
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5/ provide multipurpose hall services; 

6/ establish working and 

relationships with similar 

and of other countries; 

experience sharing 

institutions of regions 
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7/ collect income generated from the services it 

provides; 

8/ own property, enter into contracts, sue and be sued 

in its own name; 

9/ carry out such other related activities necessary for 

the attainment of its objectives. 
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7. Organization of the Center 

The Center shall have: 

1/ a Director General to be appointed by the 

government; and 

2/ the necessary staff. 

8. Powers and Duties of the Director General 

1/ The Director General shall be the chief executive 

officer of the Center and, subject to the general 

directives of the Ministry, direct and administer the 

activities of the Center. 

2/ Without limiting the generality stated under sub-

article (1) of this Article, the Director General 

shall: 

a) exercise the powers and duties of the Center 

stated under Article 6 of this Regulation; 

b) employ and administer the employees of the 

Center in accordance with the federal civil 

service laws; 

c) prepare and submit to the Ministry the annual 

budget and work program of the Center and 

implement same upon approval; 

d) effect payments in accordance with the 

approved budget and work program of the 

Center; 

e) represent the Center in all its dealings with 
third parties; 

f) prepare and submit to the Ministry the 
performance and financial reports of the 

Center. 

3/ The Director General may delegate part of his 
powers and duties to officers and employees of the 
Center to the extent necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Center. 

9. Budget 

The Budget of the Center shall be allocated by the 

government. 

10. Books of Accounts 

1/ The Center shall keep complete and accurate books 

of accounts. 

2/ The books of accounts and financial documents of 

the Center shall be audited annually by the Auditor 
General or by an auditor appointed by him. 
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11. Repealed Regulation 

The Ethiopian Conference Center Establishment 
Council of Ministers Regulation No. 23/1997 is hereby 
repealed. 

12. Transfer of Rights and Obligations 

The rights and obligations of the Ethiopian Conference 

Center established under Regulation No. 23/1997 are 

hereby transferred to the Center. 

13. Effective Date 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the date of 

publication in the Federal Negarit Gazeta. 

Done at Addis Ababa, this 29th  day of December, 2011. 

MELES ZENAWI 

PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA 
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